Photoshop Layer Masks

Layer Masks are used to control the location of adjustments in an image as well as visibility of images.  Layer masks are considered “non-destructive” because you can re-edit the masks at any time without losing the pixel information of the original image.

Layer masks can be used on any type of layer or layer group
10 Essentials of Layer Masks
1. Adjustment layers automatically have a white layer mask when created
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2. Layer mask icon must be selected (clicked upon and highlighted) in order to alter the mask.
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3. Paint on a layer mask to alter it
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4. Use a soft edge or hard edge brush to paint onto the layer mask.  White Reveals, Black Conceals (painting with a reduced opacity brush allows partial opacity of an image or partial effect of adjustment).

5. Create Layer Mask: Select desired layer then click the Layer Mask Button at bottom of layer palette
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6. Copy a Layer Mask to another layer: Option/Alt + Drag to desired layer
7. Invert Layer Mask: Command + I (PC: Ctrl + I)
8. Adjust the softness, opacity, and edges of an existing layer mask in the properties palette 

9. To see a black & white version of a layer mask: Option/Alt + Click

10. Delete a layer mask by dragging it to the trash (or Right+Click and choose Delete Layer Mask)
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